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fore-legs are stout and more or less raptorial; the middle and
posterior pairs are formed for swimming. On the abdomen
there are short appendages which convey air to a band of
pubescence passing laterally round the lower part of the
abdomen.
The eggs of some species are carried on the back of the male.
The eggs of Belostoma indica, one of the largest species, are
laid in clusters on plant-stems. In cases where they are known
the nymphs are said to more or less resemble the adults. Both
nymphs and adults are predaceous, the big species of Belostoma
not hesitating to attack, and suck dry, a toad. The puncture
made by the rostrum of these big species is considered to be
poisonous. Some species are attracted by light.
NOTONECTIDJE.
Head concealed below pronotum. Fore-legs attached to
posterior margin of prosternum. Rostrum free, three- or
four-jointed.
This family, which is closely allied to the Corixidce, is fairly
widely distributed.
Notonectids range from quite small to moderate sized forms.
They are not brightly coloured, but are usually yellowish or
grey. The body is convex and oval. The head is sunk into
the thorax ; the eyes are large. The rostrum is three- or four-
jointed and somewhat stout. The fore-legs, though not
exactly raptorial, are used more for grasping than swimming.
The air supply is retained under the elytra, and by an arrange-
ment of hairs on the body. Notonectids always swim on their
backs, using the posterior legs much in the fashion of oars.
They are very buoyant, and when motionless, have to cling
to weeds, to keep themselves from rising to the surface.
They occur in ponds and tanks, and are probably predaceous.
The eggs are generally laid in the tissues of plants; in some
forms they are laid under leaves. The nymphs of some
species undergo five or six moults.
Observations have been made on this family by R6gimbart
(1874), Miall (1895), and Delcourt (1909).
There are two British species, one belonging to the genus
Notonecta, and the other to Plea.